Chronic pruritic eruption in patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome associated with increased antibody titers to mosquito salivary gland antigens.
Five of seven patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) who had pruritus and a chronic, nonspecific-appearing skin eruption had increased antibody titers to antigens in the salivary glands of Aedes taeniorhynchus, a salt marsh mosquito common to South Florida. We hypothesize that the pruritus and skin lesions in patients with AIDS represent a form of chronic "recall" reaction. Increased antibody titers to mosquito salivary gland antigens may be a consequence of nonspecific B cell activation, a feature of AIDS.